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On May 11, Peru's National Elections Council reported official results of the April 8 presidential
election. Mario Vargas Llosa, candidate of the Democratic Front coalition (FREDEMO), received
27.61% of the vote, compared to 24.62% for Alberto Fujimori. The two candidates will compete in a
runoff scheduled for June 10. Luis Alva Castro, candidate for the American Revolutionary Popular
Alliance party (APRA), received 19.17%; Henry Peasse of the United Left (IU), 6.97%; and Alfonso
Barrantes, 4.04%. Of 10 million ballots, a total of 15% were left blank or discarded result of errors.
On May 9 in a Lima shantytown, Fujimori denounced his opponents as "powerful economic interest
groups" and promised that his policies will rapidly improve the lot of the poor. In earlier statements
to reporters, Fujimori said that if elected, his "Change 90" movement will not negotiate with leftist
rebel groups as long as they continue terrorist activities. Meanwhile, he said, subversion cannot be
defeated only through military force and repression, but also by "fighting against abject poverty
and marginalization, whether it be political, social, cultural or ethnic." Peace will be achieved,
said Fujimori, by taking into account that human rights violations are not the exclusive terrain of
subversives engaged in terrorist acts, but are also the stuff of social injustice. On economic policy,
Fujimori has asserted that his government would defend Peruvians' right to work. Large- scale
dismissals and economic shock treatment will not be part of his administration's program, said
the candidate. Vargas Llosa told Peruvians May 9 in a televised address that a new program of
"social support" in the areas of nutrition, health and job-creation is already in the works and that
voters need only elect him before the money to fund it begins flowing in from domestic and foreign
sources. Fujimori is running ahead of Vargas Llosa in all pre-election polls. A recent survey by the
Apoyo research firm gives him 44% to Vargas Llosa's 36%. According to poll results released May 12
by the Peruana de Opinion firm, 47% of respondents said they plan to vote for Fujimori, and 39% for
Vargas Llosa. Company spokespersons said the sample was representative of 49% of the electorate.
Recent polls indicate that Fujimori's lead is increasing in all major cities, including in Arequipa,
considered a bastion of support for Vargas Llosa. The Democratic Front (FREDEMO) announced
that it has obtained $1.65 billion for a "social action plan," if its candidate wins in the June 10 runoff.
The program's objective would be to ameliorate the impact of economic austerity policies promised
by a FREDEMO government. (Basic data from Xinhua, 05/04/90; Notimex, 04/30/90, 05/01/90,
05/11/90, 05/12/90; Washington Post, 05/11/90)
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